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0. Introduction

In the field of logic, our century has seen a most striking
rediscovery of the importance of time and tense. This is first and
foremost due to the works of Arthur Norman Prior, who took a pri-
mary inspiration from his studies in ancient and medieval logic. In
the 1950's and 1960's Prior laid out the foundation of tense logic,
and showed that this important discipline was intimately connected
with modal logic. He revived the medieval attempt at formulating a
temporal logic for natural language. Prior also argued that
temporal logic is fundamental for understanding and describing
the world in which we live. He regarded tense and modal logic as
particularly relevant to a number of important metaphysical pro-
blems; in particular, Prior analyzed the fundamental question of
determinism versus freedom of choice by using the insights gained
from the development of formal temporal logic.

Tense logic should not be seen merely as a new branch of logic like
for instance deontic logic. In Prior's opinion, logic in general
should be understood as tense logic. He almost single-handedly
introduced and formally developed this conception of logic, which
revived ancient and medieval ideas regarding time and logic. For
that reason Prior should be regarded as one of the greatest
logicians of our century. The relevance of tense logic has now
become clear not only to logicians but also to computer scientists
and even to some physicists.



In this paper we intend to discuss: 1) The history of Prior's first
formulation of ideas regarding tense logic in the early 1950's, 2)
His idea of a new (or revived) approach to logic, 3) His use of
tense logic in metaphysics, 4) His view on the relation bet ee
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